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to the Scripture as our foundation, and to the primitive
Church, under God, as a guide, can we be saved from
the danger of making shipwreck of our faith.

On this branch of our subject I propose to do no
more than to lay before my readers the witness borne
to the state of religion in England at that time, by two
works, which have been in an especial manner forced
upon my notice. Many other testimonies of a similar
tendency might readily be adduced; but these will
probably appear sufficient for the purposes above men-
tioned; and to dwell longer than is necessary on this
point would be neither pleasant nor profitable.

SECTION   I.

The first book to which I shall refer is called The
Hours of the most blessed Virgin Mary, according to
the legitimate use of the Church of Salisbury. This
book was printed in Paris in the year 1526. The
prayers in this volume relate chiefly to the Virgin : and
I should, under other circumstances, have reserved all
allusion to it for our separate inquiry into the faith and
practice of the Church of Rome with regard to her. But
its historical position and general character seemed to
recommend our reference to it here. Without antici-
pating, therefore, the facts or the arguments, which will
hereafter be submitted to the reader's consideration on
the worship of the Virgin, I refer to this work now
solely as illustrative of the lamentable state of super-
stition which three centuries ago overran our country.

The volume abounds with forms of prayer to the
Virgin, many of them prefaced by extraordinary notifi-
cations of indulgences promised to those who duly utter